THE KHORAUN.                         125

him with; and resolved that, if possible, he
would destroy not only Ali, but his whole
family. Omir caused his house to be fired
treacherously, but as the historians say, " th&
mercy of God watched over the sanctified
family;" they escaped from the flames, with no
other loss than that of their small property.

The Khoraun was not the work of any par-
ticular period in the life of Mahumud. It was
not compiled into a book until after Mahumud's
death, who was totally unacquainted with let-
ters; each chapter having been conveyed by
the angel Gabriel to Mahumud, his inspired
memory enabled him to repeat, verbatim, the
holy messenger's words to his disciples and
converts when assembled as was their daily
custom. To as many as committed verse,
chapter, or portion to memory, by this oral
communication, Mahumud rewarded with the
highest seats in his assembly (meaning nearest
his person); and to those who wished for em-
ployment, he gave the command of detach-
ments sent out against the infidels.

The whole Khoraun was thus conveyed to